SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

Jerome P. Singleton, Commissioner
P. O. Box 211575
Celumbia, South Carolina 292216575 o
Phone: 803-798-0120 Fax: 803-737-0028 www,schsl.org

To: Jeff Temaney, Principal — Spring Valley High School
From: Jerome Singleton, Commissioner
Subject:  Time of scheduled appearance before Executive Committee

Date: 8/1/2019

You are scheduled to appear before the Executive Committee on August 7, 2019 to
present your case for Shane and Larkin Shearin. The meeting will be held at the South
Carolina High School League Office, 121 Westpark Boulevard, Columbia, South
‘Carolina. Your scheduled appearance time is 8:30 am.

Please refer to page 1 of the League’s By-Laws for the procedures to be used
when making. appeals to the Executive Committee. You are to forward copies of
your request brief to members of the Executive Committee. Each committee person
must receive a complete copy of all pertinent information prior to the meeting. You will
have 10 minutes to make your presentation to the Committee.

Date: August 7, 2019
Time: 8:30 a.m.

Site: South Carolina High School League
) 121 Westpark Boulevard
Columbia, South Carolina
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Jeff Temoney <jtemoney@richland2.org>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2019 at 3:34 PM

Subject: Fwd: Spring Valley Home School appeal

To: Smith, Cleveland <csmith@richland2.org>, Tim Hunter
<thunter@richland2.org>, Vernie L. Williams <vwilliams@hmwlegal.com>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: <cindi@schsl.org>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2019 at 2:39 PM
Subject: Spring Valley Home School appeal
To: <jtemoney@richland2.org>

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached information from Commissioner Singleton
regarding a hardship appeal for Shane and Larkin Shearin.

Thank you,

Cindi C. Drakeford
Director of Finance

SC High School League
Office: 803-798-0120

20f5 7/17/2019, 2:12 PM
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Jeff E. Temoney, edss.

Principal

Spring-Valley High Schoot

120 Sparkleberry Larnie’

Columbia, SC 29229

(803) 699-3500 ext. 69065

#VikingFirst
jtemoney@richland2.org.
https://www.richland2.org/SVH/

htt -/ivikingupdate.blogspot. comf

- conceptuahzatmn
building-community

Mission Statement

Spring Valley High School, working with its students, families and the
community, will provide a secure environment and innovative educational

3.0f 5 711712019, 2:12 PM
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experiences that will empower our students to achieve excellence and to
take responsibility for their lives, their learning and the world in which
they live.

Vision Statement

To create and sustain a student-centered learning environment where
educators are encouraged to meet the needs of all learners by designing
academically challenging work that is both meaningful and engaging and
that continuously inspires innovation, exploration, discovery and creativity.

465 717/2019,2:12 PM
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Zimbra jsingle@schsl.org

Fwd: Spring Valley Home School appeal

From : Tim Hunter <thunter@richland2.org> Mon, Jul 15, 2019 10:25 AM
Subject : Fwd: Spring Valley Home School #4 attachments
appeai
To : Cindi Drakeford <cindi@schsl.org>,
Jsingle@schsl.org
. Cc 1 Jeff Temoney
<jtemoney@richland2.org>,
Cleveland Smith
<csmith@richland2.org>, Vernie L.
Williams <vwilliams@hmwlegal.com>

Good Morning Jerome,

SVHS is requesting to be placed on the agenda of the Executive
Committee Meeting on August 7th to appeal the ruling of the Shearin
Hardship. We will send info to committee members by the August 4th
deadline.

Thank You!

Tim Hunter, CAA

Athletic Director

Spring Valiey High School

120 Sparkleberry Ln
Columbia, SC 29229
803-699-3500 x69919 (Office)
803-419-2145 (Fax)

"It ain’t about how hard ya hit, It's about how hard you can get
hit and keep moving forward. How much you can take and keep
moving forward. That's how winning is donel" . Rocky Balboa

1ofs 1172019, 2:12 PM
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SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

Jerome P. Singleton, Commissioner
P. O. Box 211575 _
Columbia, South Carolina 29221-6575
Phone: 803-798-0120 Fax: 803-737-0028: www.schsl.org

May 6, 2019

Mr. Jeff Temoney; Principal
Spring Valley High School

120 Sparkleberry Lane
Columbia, South Carolina 29229

RE: Shane Shearin and Larkin Shearin

Dear Mr. Temoney

| have received your letter dated April 22, 2019, requesting a hardship appeal on
behalf of Shane Shearin and Larkin Shearln to-allow for eligibility at Spring Valley
High School. Your letter states that the students are home school students
whose address falls within the attendance zone for Richland Northeast High
School, and you have represented that if the students were enrolled as traditional
public-school students in the school district, they would be allowed to attend
either Richland Northeast High School or Spring Valley High School. It is on

these grounds that you are seeking a hardship so that the students may

partlcipate in extracurricular activities at Spring Valley High School.

initially, | question the representation that the students would automatically be
allowed to attend Spring Valley High School if they were traditional public-school
students. The information from Richland School District Two's website indicates

that there i is an appiication process for students wishing to attend a public-school

other than the school for which they are zoned. Furthermore, the District's
information sheet states that “[s]election of non-zoned students is based on
school capacity and determined through lottery.” Therefore, it.is speculative as
to whether the appealing students would be automatically allowed to attend

Spring Valley ngh School due to the District's limitations based on school

capacity (net gain of 20) and due to the Iottery process. | also note that the
District’s website states that the second round of choice applications is currently

‘beginning for the 2019-2020 school year, but the District has already closed

choice applications at Spring Valley High School. If | have misinterpreted the
information on the District's website, please let me know.

The League’s participation requirements for home school students is found in
Article Ill, Section 6 of the League’s By-Laws and provides that home-schooled
students “are eligible at the public school in the attendance zone of their
residence.” The League has consistently applied the determination of “the public
school in the attendance zone of their residence” to be the public school where
the bus would take the student if he attended fraditional public-school.




There are a number of school districts across the state that allow “school choice”
within their respective districts, but the League’s membership has chosen to
adopt a rule that applies evenly to all public-school students, home schooled
students, charter school students, virtual school students, and Governor's
schooled students. That is, the League looks at the actual attendance zone for
the student and not where the student could go.

The League’s rule complies with and was based upon the Equal Access fo
Interscholastic Activities Act, S.C. Code Ann. § 59-63-100. Under that law, home
school students may not be denied the opportunity to participate as long as the
student “resides within the attendance boundaries of the school for which the
student participates.” § 590-63-100 (B)(3)(a). We have addressed this issue in
the past, and we have consistently applied the language of our rule and of § 59-
63-100 which refers to “attendance zone” and ‘“attendanice boundaries.”
Moreover, interpreting the statute in a way that allows a home schoo! student to
have more than one possible school within their “attendance boundary,” such as
in situations. of districi-wide school choice, provides home school students with
greater rights than traditional ‘public-school students. In other words, such an
interpretation weuld allow a home school student to argue that he may not be
denied the opportunity to participate at both schools at the same time or during
alternate sports seasons within the same school year. For these reasons, the
League only allows a student to have one school designated as the schoo! within
the attendance zone of his residence, and that school is always designated as
the one hased on physical location relative to the student’s home address.

With respect to the current appeal, there have been no circumstances set forth
that would constitute a hardship as defined and outlined in Article: i, Section 5
of the League’s Bylaws. To grant a hardship to the Shearins based on the sole
fact that the District allows for choice applications to Spring Valley High School
would actually put the home school students. in a better position than public-
school students, who are subject to capacity concerns and the randomness of
the lottery selection. For these reasons, | must deny the hardship request.

If you desire to appeal this ruling, please notify me in writing so that it may be
added to the agenda of the next meeting for the Executive Committee.. If you
have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

/ Jerome Singleton




5Pring \/a“ey ngh 5(:!10-0]
120 SLParH&Berr_‘g Lahe
Columbzi-;a-,_ _Sc_}uth Caroliﬂa 29279
Phone: (803) 699-5500  Fax (80%) 699-3541

s April 22, 2019
Office of the Fl‘inCiPat-

Mr.Jerome Singleton
SCHSL

PO Box 211575
Columbia, SC 29221

Dear M. an gleton:

Spring Valley. High School (SVHS) is requesting a hardship appeal on behail of home schaol
students Shane Shearin and Larkin Shearin, who have requested to participate in extracurricular activities at
SVHS. SVHS recognizes that this situation is not a traditional hardship; however, the parents are seeking a-
favorable ruling from the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) in this matter in an attempt to
avoid litigation. A lawsuit was filed against the District and the SCHSL. however, it has been dismissed at
this tinie to determiire if the SCHSL will grant the request that the students be allowed to: participaté in
extracurricular activities at SVHS. To our knowledge, a hardship request is the only manner in which the
SCHSL can consider allowing. the. students to participate at SVHS. Based on the students™ address, if the
students were eiirolled in the District, they would be allowed to attend either Richland Northeast’ High
School (RNF) or SVHS, The students’ address is zoned for RNE with-the option of attending SVHS. If:the
students were envolled in the District, they would be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities at
the school they attended, which for these students would be either RNE or SVHS. On the family's behalf;
the Districtis requesting that the SCHSL alfow the studerits the opportunity to participate in extracurricular
activities.at either the zoned or option schaal so that they are treated consistent with the manner in which
students who are efirolled in the District are tredted. 'Onc'_c. the students select a schogl they would not be
allowed to participate in exacurricular activities at anofher school unless there was a change in their
residence.

Pleas¢ ¢ontact me if you shiould have any questions or-concerns regarding this.matier,

Sincerely,

Jeff Temoney
Principal
_ce¢i ‘Tim Hunter

Clevefand Smith . _
A Tradition of T xeellence



Application for Hardship Exceptions
South Carolina High School League
PO Box 21 1575 o
Columbia, SC 29221-6575
__808-798-0120 Fax:803-731-9679 |
| A waiver of the South Carolina High School Léa'gtie-'efigibility 'i"s_p'O_ssibi't?.und:er I_;By'—La_WS:, '_Ar-ticle
ﬁ\]W E‘?éﬁi;?tfs; of the League’s Handbook and may be considered if conditions exist or existed
causing a student to be in violation of a-rule. There cannot be an exception to the age _rule_.-
Please complete this form and furnish the additional information needed to develop acceptable
_proof that the student should be considered for this waiver

1. School applying for exception _Spring Valley High School o - L
. Name of Student  Shane Shearin | s Grade 10

2
3. Date student enralled in your school Home School
4. | atransfer student, list formers school's

Name:

Address:

Principal:

Telephone: - .

5. a. Forwhich rule are you requesting an exception? (Circle Ore)
Residencg/Transfer Four-Year Rule  Aftendance Academics
b. Special Conditions Criteria: (Circle One)
Extraordinary Circumstances Medical Financial

8. Include a transeript, if it is needed to support the request. (Required for appeal of
Four-Year Rule & Attendance/Academic Rule)

7. ._Schodl.ofﬁciai_s must include a brief narrative explaining the situation and why they feel this
student should be considered for hardship. You must clearly state what you perceive to be
the hardship. -

8. Include written statements from individuals that have personal knowiedge of the facts. We
need those persons in authoritative positions such as: ‘school officials: including principals,
superintendents, counselors, stc., and dostors, ‘social workers, employers, ministers, etc.

9. Include written staterhents from parents.
18. Include-a written statement of support from the administra

V)

LEAGUE ACTION

Signed Date

‘(Laist Updated: September 18, 2015)




Application for Hardship Exceptions
South Carolina High School League
PO Box 211575 |
Columbia, SC 29221-8575
- 803-798-0120 Fax: 803-731-9679

A waiver of the South Carolina High School League eligibility is possible under By-Laws, Article
lll, Section 5 of the League’s Handbook and may be considered if conditions exist or existed
causing a student to be'in violation. of a rule. There cannot be an.exception to the age rule.

1 Please complete this form and furnish the additiona) information needed to develop. acceptable
proof that the student should bé considéred for this waiver e

1. School applying for exception S_pr_ing. Valley High School o o
. Name of Student  Larkin Shearin_ _ Grade 9

2
3. Date student enrolled in your school Home School
4. If 4 transfer student, list formers school's

Name:
Address:
Principal;
Telephone: _
3. a. Forwhich rule are you requesting an exception? (Girc!e Cne)
"Residence)Transfer Four-Year Rule  Attendance Academics
b. Spié_l' Conditions Criteria: (Circle One)
Extraordinary Circumstances Medical Financial

6. Include a transcript, if it is heeded to support the request. (Required for appeal of
Four-Year Rule & Attendance/Academic. Rule) ' '

7. S__chqq]_ qfﬁcia!s must r’ng’lude a brief narrative explaining the situation and why they feef this
student should be considered for hardship. You must clearly state what you perceive 10.be
the hardship. |

8. !nclude W‘r’iﬂerr s’ta__téments' from individuals that have persshal knowledge of the facts. We
need those persons in authoritative positions suich as: school officials; including principals,

Supeérintendents, counselors, etc., and doctors, social workers, employers, ministers, etc.
9. Include writtery statements from parerits.

LEAGUE ACTION

Signed Date
{Last Updated: September 18, 2015}
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5Pring Va"cy Higl'l School
120 Spar\clebcrrg Lanc
Columbia, Soutl‘! Carolina 29229

Phone: (80%) 699-3500  [Tax(803) 699-3541

April 22, 2019

Office of the Frincipal

Mr. Jerome Singleton
SCHSL

PO Box 211575
Columbia, SC 29221

Dear Mr. Singleton:

Spring Valley High School (SVHS) is requesting a hardship appeal on behalf of home school
students Shane Shearin and Larkin Shearin, who have requested to participate in extracurricular activities at
SVHS. SVHS recognizes that this situation is not a traditional hardship; however, the parents are seeking a
favorable ruling from the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) in this matter in an attempt to
avoid litigation. A lawsuit was filed against the District and the SCHSL; however, it has been dismissed at
this time to determine if the SCHSL will grant the request that the students be allowed to participate in
extracurricular activities at SVHS. To our knowledge, a hardship request is the only manner in which the
SCHSL can consider allowing the students to participate at SVHS. Based on the students’ address, if the
students were enrolled in the District, they would be allowed to attend either Richland Northeast High
School (RNF) or SVHS. The students’ address is zoned for RNE with the option of attending SVHS. If the
students were enrolled in the District, they would be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities at
the school they attended, which for these students would be either RNE or SVHS. On the family’s behalf,
the District is requesting that the SCHSL allow the students the opportunity to participate in extracurricular
activities at either the zoned or option school so that they are treated consistent with the manner in which
students who are enrolled in the District are treated. Once the students select a school they would not be
allowed to participate in extracurricular activities at another school unless there was a change in their
residence.

Please contact me if you should have any questions or concerns regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

p e

Jeff Temoney
Principal

cc: Tim Hunter
Cleveland Smith

A Traclition of ]:_xccllcncc



| Application for Hardship Exceptions

South Carolina High School League
PO Box 211575

—— Columbia, SC 29221-6575

803-798-0120 Fax: 803-731-9679

A waiver of the South Carolina High School League eligibility is possible under By-Laws, Article
I, Section 5 of the League’s Handbook and may be considered if conditions exist or existed
causing a student to be in violation of a rule. There cannot be an exception to the age rule.
Please complete this form and furnish the additional information needed to develop acceptable
proof that the student should be considered for this waiver

1. School applying for exception _Spring Valley High School

N

Name of Student  Shane Shearin Grade 10
Date student enrolled in your school Home School

w

2

If a transfer student, list formers school’s
Name:

Address:

Principal:

Telephone:

5. a. Forwhich rule are you requesting an exception? (Circle One)
ransfer Four-Year Rule Attendance Academics

b. Special Conditions Criteria: (Circle One)
Extraordinary Circumstances Medical Financial

6. Include a transcript, if it is needed to support the request. (Required for appeal of
Four-Year Rule & Attendance/Academic Rule)

7. School officials must include a brief narrative explaining the situation and why they feel this
student should be considered for hardship. You must clearly state what you perceive to be
the hardship.

8. Include written statements from individuals that have personal knowledge of the facts. We
need those persons in authoritative positions such as: school officials; including principals,
superintendents, counselors, etc., and doctors, social workers, employers, ministers, etc.

9. Include written statements from parents.
ion of the former school.
Yer/1

of Superintendent or Principal Date

10. Include a written statement of support from the administr.

LEAGUE ACTION

Signed Date
(Last Updated: September 18, 2015)



Application for Hardship Exceptions
r_!L South Carolina High School League
5 PO Box 211575

= Columbia, SC 29221-6575
803-798-0120 Fax: 803-731-9679

A waiver of the South Carolina High School League eligibility is possible under By-Laws, Article
I, Section 5 of the League’s Handbook and may be considered if conditions exist or existed
causing a student to be in violation of a rule. There cannot be an exception to the age rule.
Please complete this form and furnish the additional information needed to develop acceptable
proof that the student should be considered for this waiver

1. School applying for exception Spring Valley High School

. Name of Student Larkin Shearin Grade 9

2
3. Date student enrolled in your school Home School
4. If a transfer student, list formers school’s

Name;

Address:

Principal:

Telephone:

5. a. For which rule are you requesting an exception? (Circle One)
ransfer Four-Year Rule Attendance Academics
b. Special Conditions Criteria: (Circle One)

Extraordinary Circumstances Medical Financial

6. Include a transcript, if it is needed to support the request. (Required for appeal of
Four-Year Rule & Attendance/Academic Rule)

7. School officials must include a brief narrative explaining the situation and why they feel this
student should be considered for hardship. You must clearly state what you perceive to be
the hardship.

8. Include written statements from individuals that have personal knowledge of the facts. We
need those persons in authoritative positions such as: school officials; including principals,
superintendents, counselors, etc., and doctors, social workers, employers, ministers, etc.

9. Include written statements from parents.
10.Include a written statement of support from the administration of the former school.

ol H2r/l7

uperintendent or Principal Date

LEAGUE ACTION

Signed Date
(Last Updated: September 18, 2015)




5Pring Va"cg Higl‘l School
12O Sparldebcrrﬂ ]_anc
Columbia, South (Carolina 29229
FPhone: (80%) 699-3500  [Fax(803) 699-3541

April 22,2019

Office of the Frincipa|

Mr. Jerome Singleton
SCHSL

PO Box 211575
Columbia. SC 29221

Dear Mr. Singleton:

Spring Valley High School (SVHS) is requesting a hardship appeal on behalf of home school
students Shane Shearin and Larkin Shearin, who have requested to participate in extracurricular activities at
SVHS. SVHS recognizes that this situation is not a traditional hardship; however. the parents are seeking a
favorable ruling from the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) in this matter in an attempt to
avoid litigation. A lawsuit was filed against the District and the SCHSL: however. it has been dismissed at
this time to determine if the SCHSL will grant the request that the students be allowed to participate in
extracurricular activities at SVHS. To our knowledge, a hardship request is the only manner in which the
SCHSL can consider allowing the students to participate at SVHS. Based on the students’ address. if the
students were enrolled in the District, they would be allowed to attend either Richland Northeast High
School (RNE) or SVHS. The students” address is zoned for RNE with the option of attending SVHS. If the
students were enrolled in the District, they would be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities at
the school they attended. which for these students would be either RNE or SVHS. On the family’s behalf,
the District is requesting that the SCHSL allow the students the opportunity to participate in extracurricular
activities at either the zoned or option school so that they are treated consistent with the manner in which
students who are enrolled in the District are treated. Once the students select a school they would not be
allowed to participate in extracurricular activities at another school unless there was a change in their
residence.

Please contact me if you should have any questions or concerns regarding this matter.

Sincerely.

Y T

Jetf Temoney
Principal

cc: Tim Hunter
Cleveland Smith

A Tradition of Excc”encc




